




(NOT OFFICIAL TRANSLATION) 

 

 

 

OFFICIAL STATEMENT 

 

Diplomatic Information Bureau 

 

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Cooperation is pleased to inform national and 

international public opinion that the African Union (AU) has just recognized Spanish as 

a working language within the Union. 

Since its establishment in 1963 and its re-foundation in 2001, under the umbrella 

of equality, freedom, and solidarity among its people, the supranational organization 

only recognized, in article 11 of its founding act, the languages: French, English, Arabic 

and Portuguese as official languages. 

The Republic of Equatorial Guinea, as the only independent state on the continent, 

of Hispanic origin from its former metropolis, has been carrying out active diplomacy 

within the union since 2003, and has managed to have Spanish recognized as a working 

language. Thus, when expressing itself in this language in the context of the AU, our 

country was obliged to pay back enormous economic resources in terms of interpretation 

and translation. 

In recent years, the Republic of Equatorial Guinea, has carried out a foreign policy, 

whose principal focus has been on pan-Africanism, the strengthening of south-south 

cooperation, as well as sub-regional, regional, and international integration. 

During its recent membership and presidency in the Security Council of the United 

Nations, Equatorial Guinea, as a faithful ambassador of the continent's interests, 

defended before the summit of international diplomacy the strengthening of 

peacekeeping and peacebuilding missions, negotiations for reform of the Security 

Council, the fight against terrorism and mercenaries, marine piracy and the search for 

mechanisms on how to silence weapons. These are aspects that currently obstruct the 

harmonious and sustainable development of Africa. 

Particularly in the context of the African Union, the Republic of Equatorial Guinea 

has not ceased to show its solidarity by donating huge economic amounts in response to 

the continent's natural disasters, the construction of the headquarters of the African 

Intelligence and Security Service Centre (CISSA); in addition to the recent role played by 
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the head of state S. E. Obiang Nguema Mbasogo, who was recognized by the African 

Union as a leader on the issues of refugees, returnees and internally displaced persons in 

Africa, with his consequent presence in the continent's refugee camps. 

The Republic of Equatorial Guinea is satisfied with this new victory for its 

diplomacy. It takes this opportunity to reaffirm to the countries of the African Union its 

commitment to continue working for a more united and prosperous Africa, in order to 

achieve full regional integration, with the firm determination to continue contributing to 

the peaceful resolution of conflicts affecting the entire African continent. 
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